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What we believe about:

Assimilation and Church Membership

We believe in the importance of serving the body of Christ by offering clear paths for
people to start and develop healthy and growing relationships with others in the
church body. We value an intentional plan to help every interested person enjoy godly
relationships in the church. Church membership is a by-product of people who are
growing in Christ and who grasp the importance of serving the Lord by using their gifts
to serve others in the local church.

Evangelism and Missions

It is the duty and privilege of every follower of Christ and of every church of the Lord
Jesus Christ to endeavor to make disciples of all nations. The new birth of man's spirit
by God's Holy Spirit means the birth of love for others. Missionary effort on the part of
all rests thus upon a spiritual necessity of the regenerate life, and is expressly and
repeatedly commanded in the teachings of Christ. The Lord Jesus Christ has
commanded the preaching of the gospel to all nations. It is the duty of every child of
God to seek constantly to win the lost to Christ by verbal witness undergirded by a
Christian lifestyle, and by other methods in harmony with the gospel of Christ.

Genesis 12:1-3; Exodus 19:5-6; Isaiah 6:1-8; Matthew 9:37-38; 10:5-15; 13:18-30, 37-
43; 16:19; 22:9-10; 24:14; 28:18-20; Luke 10:1-18; 24:46-53; John 14:11-12; 15:7-8,16;
17:15; 20:21; Acts 1:8; 2; 8:26-40; 10:42-48; 13:2-3; Romans 10:13-15; Ephesians 3:1-
11; 1 Thessalonians 1:8; 2 Timothy 4:5; Hebrews 2:1-3; 11:39-12:2; 1 Peter 2:4-10;
Revelation 22:17.

Church Planting, Church Partnering & Church Resurgence

The church exists to glorify God through the fulfillment of the Great Commission, and
in the spirit of the Great Commandment—Matthew 28:19-20, Matthew 22:37-38.

The commission is fulfilled as disciples of Jesus Christ are made and grow in their
relationship with Him and likeness to Him. God is glorified as we manifest His presence
as we do His work—2 Timothy 2:2; 1 Corinthians 10:31.

In seeking to act upon the church's purpose, we recognize the extraordinary value in
multiplying the reach of His ministry by planting new churches, by partnering with
other churches and by reviving struggling churches (our resurgence ministry).



Worship

The chief purpose of mankind is to glorify God by loving Him with the entire heart,
soul, mind, and might (Deuteronomy 6:5; Isaiah 43:7; Matthew 22:37). All believing
men, women, and children are to glorify God and thus fulfill the purpose of their
existence. Worship glorifies God through adoration (Psalm 95:6), praise (Psalm 99:5),
prayer (Daniel 6:10-11), thanksgiving (Nehemiah 12:46), and a complete yielding to
Him (Romans 12:1). Worship declares His worth, pays Him homage and celebrates Him
in a life of devotion. We seek to worship the Lord in spirit and in truth (Exodus 15:1-
21; 2 Samuel 6:14-16; Psalm 5:7; John 4:23-24; Revelation 4:11; 5:12).

Several tenets guide our worship. We seek to:
e Lift high the name of Jesus Christ—John 4:22-26; John 12:32; John 14:6

e Lead God's people to lift their hearts and voices to Him, giving Him praise and
thanks in music and lyric Nehemiah 12:45-46; Psalm 66:1-4; Psalm 95:1-2

e  Prepare hearts to hear the Lord speak through the proclamation of Scripture
Psalm 95:6-9; Matthew 28:19-20; Acts 2:41-42

e Emphasize fresh and contemporary expressions while retaining traditional
elements that recognize the richness of our heritage in the faith
Deuteronomy 32:7; Psalm 33:3; Isaiah 46:8-9; Matthew 13:32, Ephesians
5:19; Revelation 5:9

e  Pursue excellence in worship, knowing that God is worthy of our best Exodus
12; Deuteronomy 17:1; Psalm 33:3, 1 Timothy 4:14-15; Hebrews 11:4

Stewardship

God is the source of all blessings, temporal and spiritual; all that we have and are we
owe to Him. Christians have a spiritual debtorship to the whole world, a holy
trusteeship in the gospel, and a binding stewardship in their possessions. They are
therefore under obligation to serve Him with their time, talents, and material
possessions; and should recognize all these as entrusted to them to use for the glory
of God and for helping others. According to the Scriptures, Christians should
contribute of their means cheerfully, regularly, systematically, proportionately, and
liberally for the advancement of the Redeemer's cause on earth.

Genesis 14:20; Leviticus 27:30-32; Deuteronomy 8:18; Malachi 3:8-12; Matthew 6:1-
4,19-21; 19:21; 23:23; 25:14-29; Luke 12:16-21,42; 16:1-13; Acts 2:44-47; 5:1-11;
17:24-25; 20:35; Romans 6:6-22; 12:1-2; 1 Corinthians 4:1-2; 6:19-20; 12; 16:1-4; 2
Corinthians 8-9; 12:15; Philippians 4:10-19; 1 Peter 1:18-19.



Cooperation

Christ's people should, as occasion requires, organize such associations and
conventions as may best secure cooperation for the great objects of the Kingdom of
God. Such organizations have no authority over one another or over the churches.
They are voluntary and advisory bodies designed to elicit, combine, and direct the
energies of our people in the most effective manner. Members of New Testament
churches should cooperate with one another in carrying forward the missionary,
educational, and benevolent ministries for the extension of Christ's Kingdom. Christian
unity in the New Testament sense is spiritual harmony and voluntary cooperation for
common ends by various groups of Christ's people. Cooperation is desirable between
the various Christian denominations, when the end to be attained is itself justified,
and when such cooperation involves no violation of conscience or compromise of
loyalty to Christ and His Word as revealed in the New Testament.

Exodus 17:12; 18:17ff.; Judges 7:21; Ezra 1:3-4; 2:68-69; 5:14-15; Nehemiah 4; 8:1-5;
Matthew 10:5-15; 20:1-16; 22:1-10; 28:19-20; Mark 2:3; Luke 10:1ff.; Acts 1:13-14;
2:1ff.; 4:31-37; 13:2-3; 15:1-35; 1 Corinthians 1:10-17; 3:5-15; 12; 2 Corinthians 8-9;
Galatians 1:6-10; Ephesians 4:1-16; Philippians 1:15-18.

Peace and War

It is the duty of Christians to seek peace with all men on principles of righteousness. In
accordance with the spirit and teachings of Christ they should do all in their power to
put an end to war.

The true remedy for the war spirit is the gospel of our Lord. The supreme need of the
world is the acceptance of His teachings in all the affairs of men and nations, and the
practical application of His law of love. Christian people throughout the world should
pray for the reign of the Prince of Peace.

Isaiah 2:4; Matthew 5:9,38-48; 6:33; 26:52; Luke 22:36,38; Romans 12:18-19; 13:1-7;
14:19; Hebrews 12:14; James 4:1-2.

Religious Liberty

God alone is Lord of the conscience, and He has left it free from the doctrines and
commandments of men which are contrary to His Word or not contained in it. Church
and state should be separate. The state owes to every church protection and full
freedom in the pursuit of its spiritual ends. In providing for such freedom no
ecclesiastical group or denomination should be favored by the state more than others.
Civil government being ordained of God, it is the duty of Christians to render loyal
obedience thereto in all things not contrary to the revealed will of God. The church
should not resort to the civil power to carry on its work. The gospel of Christ
contemplates spiritual means alone for the pursuit of its ends. The state has no right
to impose penalties for religious opinions of any kind. The state has no right to impose
taxes for the support of any form of religion. A free church in a free state is the
Christian ideal, and this implies the right of free and unhindered access to God on the



part of all men, and the right to form and propagate opinions in the sphere of religion
without interference by the civil power.

Genesis 1:27; 2:7; Matthew 6:6-7,24; 16:26; 22:21; John 8:36; Acts 4:19-20; Romans
6:1-2; 13:1-7; Galatians 5:1,13; Philippians 3:20; 1 Timothy 2:1-2; James 4:12; 1 Peter
2:12-17; 3:11-17; 4:12-19.

The Family

God has ordained the family as the foundational institution of human society. It is
composed of persons related to one another by marriage, blood, or adoption.

Marriage is the uniting of one man and one woman in covenant commitment for a
lifetime. It is God's unique gift to reveal the union between Christ and His church and
to provide for the man and the woman in marriage the framework for intimate
companionship, the channel of sexual expression according to biblical standards, and
the means for procreation of the human race.

The husband and wife are of equal worth before God, since both are created in God's
image. The marriage relationship models the way God relates to His people. A
husband is to love his wife as Christ loved the church. He has the God-given
responsibility to provide for, to protect, and to lead his family. A wife is to submit
herself graciously to the servant leadership of her husband even as the church
willingly submits to the headship of Christ. She, being in the image of God as is her
husband and thus equal to him, has the God-given responsibility to respect her
husband and to serve as his helper in managing the household and nurturing the next
generation.

Children, from the moment of conception, are a blessing and heritage from the Lord.
Parents are to demonstrate to their children God's pattern for marriage. Parents are
to teach their children spiritual and moral values and to lead them, through consistent
lifestyle example and loving discipline, to make choices based on biblical truth.
Children are to honor and obey their parents.

Genesis 1:26-28; 2:15-25; 3:1-20; Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Joshua 24:15; 1
Samuel 1:26-28; Psalms 51:5; 78:1-8; 127; 128; 139:13-16; Proverbs 1:8; 5:15-20; 6:20-
22; 12:4; 13:24; 14:1; 17:6; e18:22; 22:6,15; 23:13-14; 24:3; 29:15,17; 31:10-31;
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12; 9:9; Malachi 2:14-16; Matthew 5:31-32; 18:2-5; 19:3-9; Mark 10:6-
12; Romans 1:18-32; 1 Corinthians 7:1-16; Ephesians 5:21-33; 6:1-4; Colossians 3:18-
21; 1 Timothy 5:8,14; 2 Timothy 1:3-5; Titus 2:3-5; Hebrews 13:4; 1 Peter 3:1-7.



Sexuality

We affirm God's plan for marriage and sexual intimacy — one man, and one woman,
for life. Homosexuality is not a "valid alternative lifestyle." The Bible condemns it as
sin. It is not, however, unforgivable sin. The same redemption available to all sinners is
available to homosexuals. They, too, may become new creations in Christ.

We believe that our church should reach out in love and truth to minister to people
touched by homosexuality, and that those who contend Biblically against their own
sexual temptation should be patiently assisted in their battle, not ostracized or
disdained. However, the more prominent a leadership role or modeling role a person
holds, the higher will be the expectations for God's ideal of sexual obedience and
wholeness.

We affirm that both heterosexual and homosexual persons should find help in the
church to engage in the Biblical battle against all improper sexual thoughts and
behaviors.

Those who believe contrary to this are not qualified to serve in the leadership of the
church, or to teach in its ministries, or to serve as its pastors or as missionaries.

Matthew 19:4-6, Romans 1:26-27, 1 Corinthians 6:9, 1 Timothy 1:10
Process of Sanctification and Maturity

Mature disciples walk with Christ, worship Christ and work for Christ. A person
committed to a relationship with Christ focuses on personal walk with Him, worship of
Him, and work for Him. That person will experience significant growth in personal
sanctification and, therefore, will experience a closer personal relationship with the
Lord Jesus Christ and will become "complete in Christ" (Colossians 1:28). We are
committed to multiplying the godly characteristics of leaders' lives into others—2
Timothy 2:2. This multiplication of ministry is key to the healthy growth of the church.
We believe the disciples of Jesus Christ should minister to one another in the local
church, rather than one or a small number of professional pastors bearing total
responsibility to care for the entire congregation. God has given spiritual gifts to all of
His people to provide mutual ministry in the context of the healthy and strong local
church—Ephesians 4:11-12.

Spiritual Warfare

Satan and his demonic servants viciously oppose the work God performs in and
through His people (1 Peter 5:8; Genesis 3:1-7; Ephesians 6:12). God, who by His
nature is infinitely more powerful than Satan, in due time will have complete and total
victory over Satan (1 John 4:4; Revelation 20:1-10).

Although it is appropriate to pray in Jesus' name for protection against demonic
activity, the Scriptures do not instruct the Christian to "bind Satan in Jesus' name."
Rather, the Scriptures instruct the Christian to combat Satan by:



e  Humbly drawing near to God, knowing that He will give grace, mercy, and
strength—2 Corinthians 12:7-9; Hebrews 4:15-16; James 4:8; 1 Peter 5:6-10

e  Resisting his temptations—James 4:7; 1 Peter 5:8-9

e Rightly applying the truth of the Scriptures—Matthew 4:1-11; John 8:44;
Ephesians 4:24-27

e  Forgiving offenses—2 Corinthians 2:10-11

e  Putting on the armor of God's truth, righteousness, readiness to share the
Gospel, faith, salvation, and prayer—Ephesians 6:11-20

e Demonstrating faithfulness to the Lord by enduring trials—Revelation 2:10;
Revelation 2:13; Revelation 3:9-10.

Sufficiency of Scripture

We believe in the verbal, plenary inspiration of the Scriptures and that they contain all
the words of God that we need in order to completely trust and obey Him. The
Scriptures are inerrant in their original writings (Psalm 119:97-104; Psalm 119:160;
Matthew 5:18; John 5:46-47; John 10:35; 2 Timothy 3:15-16) and are infallible in their
instruction (Proverbs 6:32; 2 Peter 1:19), eternal in duration (Isaiah 40:8; 1 Peter 1:23-
25); the final authority and the standard for faith and practice (Matthew 4:4; Psalm
119). We believe that God inspires the very words of Scripture in the original Hebrew,
Greek, and Aramaic. Therefore, we believe that the Bible versions, which translate
God’s Word, most literally into modern English, should be preferred.

Women in Ministry

Women participate equally with men in the priesthood of all believers. Their role is
crucial, their wisdom, grace and commitment exemplary. Village Bible Church affirms
the God-ordained and significant role that women should play in establishing and
leading the local church. Every leadership opportunity is open to women except those
that are excluded by Scripture. The Scriptures clearly state that men are to serve in the
office of elder and that women are not to serve in church positions in which they
exercise authority over men or in which they teach doctrine to men—1 Timothy 2:12;
1 Timothy 3:1-2; Titus 1:6-9. We do not see this as an issue of equality, for men and
women are equal under God. The Bible is clear that men and women do not have the
same roles. Qualified women should serve in any leadership position that is not
forbidden in the Scriptures.

Sanctity of Life

Procreation is a gift from God, a precious trust reserved for marriage. At the moment
of conception, a new being enters the universe, a human being, a being created in
God's image. This human being deserves our protection, whatever the circumstances
of conception.



